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Conce: 5{ote

"The limits of rny language mean the limits of my world'" - Ludwig Wittgenstein

The beginning of the twentieth century was a moment of recognition for the disciplines of

Humanities and Social Sciences as the relation between language and the world were re-imagined

revealingthattherewasnoobjectiverealitybetweenthe|anguageusedandtheobjectitSignified-
The continental philosophers and linguists, like Ludwig wittgenstein and Ferdinand de Saussure,

shaped .the linguistic turn' that later developed into structuralist and Poststructuralist thoughts and

Deconstruction. The inherent link betyveen the signifier and the signified was questioned and it was

demonstrated that the bond between the real 'chair' (signified) and the signifier 'chair' was "no

fixedbond.,,Thelinguistictumfacilitatedthefreeplayofsignifiersandrejectedthenotionof
metaphysics and transcendental signif,rcation'

The proposed seminar will centre on the following sub-themes:

Sub-themes:
o Linguistic Tum in Literature

. Linguistic Turn in PhilosoPhY

. Applied Linguistics in Literary Studies

o llteraction between Linguistic and Literary Theory

. Stylistics and Practice

o Linguistic Tum in Allied Disciplines

Above sub-themes are only indicative and not exhaustive. Presenters/ scholars can explore any

area within the broader framework ofthe seminar'
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linguistic tum.

Exploring Linguistic Perspectives: The seminar aimed to explore the influence of linguistic theories

and methodologies on literary criticism, highlighting the

approaches in the analysis of literary texts.

shift towards language-centered

PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

Report

1. Name of the programme: One-day National Seminar

2. Topic: "Literary Theory and the Linguistic Turn"

3.organizer:DepartmentofEnglish,incollaborationwithIQAC,PurbasthaliCollege,andKatwa

College

4. Duration: l day

5. Date: September 15,2022

6. Number of ParticiPants: 58

7. Venue: Seminar Hall, Purbasthali College

g, Name of resource person: Mr. Atanu Kumar Paul, Assistant Professor, Department of English'

JMSCollegeMunger,andMrs.AbhinandaChakrabortynAssistantProfessor,Departmentof

Introduction:

Aone-dayNationalseminaron..LiteraryTheoryandtheLinguisticTum,,wasorganizedbythe

Department of Engiish, in collaboration with IQAC, Purbasthali college, and Katwa college (under MoU)

on September 15,2022 at Seminar Hall from 11.00 am. The aimed to explore the profound impact of the

linguistic turn on literary theory, elucidating its theoretical underpinnings and its implications for literary

analysis and interPretation.

Objectives:

UnderstandingLiteraryTheory:Theprimaryobjectiveoftheseminarwastoprovideparticipants

with a comprehensive understanding of literary theory, particularly focusing on the concept of the
a
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Critical Engagement: Through discussions, presentations, and analysis of seminal texts, the seminar

soughttoencoulagecriticalengagementwithkeytheoreticalconceptsandtheirapplicationto

literary analysis

Fostering Dialogue: The seminar aimed to foster dialogue and exchange of ideas among

participants,facilitatingadeeperunderstandingoftherelationshipbetweenlanguage,literature,and

culture.

EnhancingAnalyticalskills:Byengagingwithvariousliterarytheoriesandlinguisticapproaches,

the seminar aimed to enhance participants' analltical skills and critical thinking abilities in the

interpretation and evaluation of literary texts'

Key Discussions:

The seminar commenced with an overview provided by the convener, Dr. Soumya Mohan Ghosh on the

linguistic turn, tracing its origins in 20th-century philosophy, particularly the works of Ludwig

Wittgenstein,FerdinanddeSaussure,andJ.L.Austin.TheKeynotespeaker,Mr.AtanuKumarPaul,

Assistant professor, Department of English, JMS college Munger delved into how this philosophical shift

revolutionized literary studies by emphasizing language as a primary site of meaning-making and textual

interpretation. Plenary speaker, Mrs. Abhinanda chakaborty, Assistant Professor, Department of English'

chandidas Mahavidyalaya, embarked on an insightful exploration into the intricate relationship between

language and literature, elucidating the transformative impact of the linguistic tum on literary theory and

criticism. In the Technical Sessions, paper presentels explored various aspects of the linguistic tum's

influence on literary theory, including structuralism, post-structuralism, deconstruction' and reader-

response theory. Discussions delved into how concepts such as signifier and signified, language as a system

of differences, and the indeterminacy of meaning have reshaped our understanding of literature and literary

interpretation.

EnhancedUnderstanding:Participantsgainedadeeperunderstandingoftheinfluenceoflinguistic

theoriesonliterarycriticism,recognizingthesignificanceofthelinguistictuminreshaping

scholarly approaches to literature.
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Critical Engagement: The seminar fostered critical engagement with key theoretical concepts and

methodologies, empowering participants to apply linguistic perspectives to their analysis of literary

texts

Interdisciplinary Insights: Participants gained interdisciplinary insights into the intersections

between language, literature, and culture, recognizing the relevance of diverse theoretical

frameworks in enriching their understanding of literary phenomena'

Methodological Versatility: The seminar equipped participants with a repertoire of methodological

tools and anall,tical approaches, enabling them to navigate the complexities of literary analysis with

greater precision and nuance.

Stimulated Inquiry: The seminar stimulated further inquiry and exploration into the dynamic

relationship between language and literature, inspiring participants to pursue independent research

and scholarship in the field of literary theory.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the seminar on "Literary Theory and the Linguistic Tum" provided a comprehensive

exploration of the profound impact of linguistic theory on literary studies. By delving into the theoretical

foundations and practical applications of the linguistic tum, participants gained valuable insights into

contemporary approaches to literary analysis and interpretation.
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Fig. National Seminar on "Literary Theory and the Linguistic Turn", in collaboration with IeAC, and
Katwa College on September 15, 2022
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